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THE EVOLUTION OF STATESMANSHIP 



A LL Price System governments are instituted among men expressly 
-ZjLfor the purpose of regulating the conduct of human affairs so 
as to obtain an enduring stability in the operation of the process of 
creating debt— assuring in so doing that there shall be the minimum 
of variation in their social structures and the maximum of govern- 
mental control in affairs political, in conjunction with a modicum of 
security to their individual citizens. Governments so instituted, 
either by the consent of the governed, or imposed by conquerors, 
or by the haphazard increment of long and arduous social strife, 
have always sought to crystallize the statutory form of their social 
administration so as to produce a maximum display of governmental 
effects and a minimum of decision. 

All Price System governments have striven to maintain their 
particular status quo and to preserve that status quo against all at- 
tempts to change it. It is evident that it is only natural for all gov- 
ernments of the past to have proceeded on these premises. It has 
been advantageous for all governments to date to do this because all 
Price System administrations have derived their income by expro- 
priating a greater or lesser portion of their individual citizen's in- 
comes. All previous governments have therefore permitted only 
those improvements, advances and devices which, under their par- 
ticular status quo, would increase their revenue and provide major 
benefactions for the dominant ruling minority with lesser dispensa- 
tions to the majority. Every government in history up until now 
has sought by statutory devices and social legislation to perpetuate 
the economic differential of its citizens in their various social strati- 
fications so as to preserve the structure of the political and economic 
state and assign the benefactions of their governmental administra- 
tion to those social strata which will be most appreciative politically 
of their reception. 

History obviously presents no spectacle of any political adminis- 
tration of a Price System instituting a major change. Reforms, re- 
actions, and suppressions— yes; but advances only in the minor key. 
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Governments, being instituted in the manner so described, have never 
introduced social change in a magnitude great enough to affect the 
basic design of their own structure. Social change of such orders of 
magnitude have been brought about only by the force majeur of 
social pressure. 

Governments do only that which they are compelled to do. 
The Preservation of Values 

So long as the concern of all government was that of allocating the 
subdivisions of human effort in supplying the man power to drive 
the hand tools of the primitive social structures of yesterday, the 
knowledge of government was the knowledge of static mechanics 
and the acumen of propitious compromisation in the division of their 
scarcity production. AH governments of the past have striven, there- 
fore, to preserve the values inherent in their static mechanism. In 
the preservation of these values, they all have channelized the tech- 
nique of the means whereby their citizens obtained a livelihood into 
a general conformity with the design of their static structures. 

Recorded history presents a procession of governments in the last 
7000 years, governments that have lived and died, leaving the ashes 
of their social mechanisms as grim reminders of man's social tribula- 
tions and his failures. An analysis of all previous forms of govern- 
ment discloses that irrespective of whether those forms were auto- 
cratic or plutocratic, monarchial or republican, reactionary or dem- 
ocratic, the aforesaid statement has been common to all of them. 

Price System Motif 

Inherent in the governments of all Price Systems is the basic propo- 
sition that any decision may be arrived at, any problem may be solved, 
by resolving the conflicting opinions of individual citizens into a 
common consensus, regardless of whether this consensus of opinion 
is obtained by democratic ballot, autocratic edict, or revolutionary 
fiat. This basic proposition of all political administrative control 
sufficed so long as man was the chief provider of power in the per- 
formance of all necessary work within the social state because, so 
long as such conditions maintained, there was no other means of 
providing energy except that converted by man from his required 
food, air, water, and solar radiation and, therefore, no knowledge 
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existed in the collective sense sufficient to incur any change whatso- 
ever in the basic operation conducted under the jurisdiction of 
political government. It follows quite naturally that opinion was 
the sole thing of which there could be any consensus. 

Regardless of whether the dominant motif of any Price System 
government has been that of the divine right of kings, class feudal- 
ism, or democratic political liberty, there has been inherent in all of 
them the grandiose nonsense that the collective multiplication of 
human opinion was the nearest possible approach to divine omni- 
science in the solution of all political problems. Therefore, ^the 
chief problem of previous governments has been the more or less 
efficient ordering of the disposition of human effort so as to provide 
the necessities and possible luxuries for their citizens, divided socially 
in such a manner as to enhance supporting opinion and to subdue 
and pacify the majority. 

The governments of all previous scarcity economies were com- 
pelled to act in this manner by the very nature of their insufficiency 
techniques. The more primitive the scarcity economy and the less 
fortuitous in its possession of natural resources, the greater was the 
social differential between the two extremes and the more closely 
related were the functional capacities of their citizens. So correct 
is this statement of social conditions that both Plato and Confucius 
would have found no difficulty in adjusting themselves to the social 
environment and customs and the theory of government in the days 
of George Washington and '1776.' They would have found a com- 
patibility of ideas and traditions with those revered Founding 
Fathers of ours. 

The Bogey of Fear 

The fear of all governments of yesterday was grounded in the 
ever-present danger of an incipient revolt of their slaves, or of 
famine and disease, or of conquest by a more powerful national 
entity. Conquest of others and exploitation of their own has been 
the basic principle of all previous governments. In this modem day 
and age, with all the blank spaces of the map filled in, the conquest 
of others is more likely to be a deficit than a national .asset. The 
governmental exploitation of their own peoples has proceeded to 
that ludicrous position where most modern nations find the very 
structure of their governments seriously imperilled if they attempt 
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to exploit all of their cirizciis. Even the exploitation of our own 
has become so dangerous that we must ennct statutory legislation in 
order to prevent millions of our fellow citizens from being exploited 
in productive employment. 

Modern governments take stringent measures to prevent the em- 
ployment of millions of their citizens in any productive work, and 
make every effort to sequester them on a dole basis at totally useless, 
non-productive debasement of their leisure time. 

In the past 200 years, the political leaders of the Occidental world 
have based their policies on the general proposition that the appear- 
ance of acceptance of a popular belief was as necessary as an actual 
belief in it was harmful. The road to political power of today and 
yesterday has been paved with the apparent sincerity of all political 
leaders in immediate popular objectives, combined with the charm- 
ing cynicism of total inaction toward any objective save their own, 
namely, the acquisition of the power to administer politically and 
maintain the status quo of a scarcity economy just enough so that 
they can take their rake-off from the general drag-down. The 'serv- 
ants of the people' have from time immemorial considered the rake- 
off due to political position the just reward for faithful service. 

Precursor of Social Change 

Technology is the nemesis of political government and the precur- 
sor of technological social control. In the evolution of the modern 
Price System, all theories of political economy and political policy 
become more antiquated daily as technology pervades the operations 
of any national economy. In all previous stages of Price System 
evolution, the chief problem of national administration has been that 
of obtaining political control. All other problems involved in the 
administration of a national entity under Price System operation 
were insignificant in comparison for, if once the problem of control 
were settled, probable interference would usually occur only from 
acts of God; for if the state were powerful enough, there remained 
little likelihood of any other political entity being able to challenge 
or to invade its domain. 

The cardinal principle of all Price System political action is con- 
tained in the theory of the assumption of power in a political state. 
Centuries of practice have brought forth the political policy that 
any act of persuasion, coercion, or deception is permissible provided 
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that the tactics used shall obtain the control of the political state. Once 
in control of a national entity, the political strategists have availed 
themselves of all the powers of the state, chiefly for the purpose of 
maintaining themselves in power as long as possible. The internal 
problems of management in any national entity of scarcity economy 
have been so few and of such a minor nature that the political leaders 
were seldom distracted from their chief problem of maintaining 
themselves as 'servants of the people.' 

History shows that for over 6000 years of human record, the 
problems of internal management were of the same scalar quantities 
(and, therefore, of the same order of magnitude) in that the rates of 
operation in any one large-scale national economy did not differ 
from the rates of operation of any other economy. 

In the twentieth-century civilization, the technological application 
of physical science to the means and materials whereby we live is 
continuously creating increasing scalar quantities and ever-greater 
orders of magnitude. The problems of social administration in a 
pre-technological age were comparatively simple, for the chief en- 
gine of energy conversion was the human being whose rate of power 
output was so low that the human race in any large area never accom- 
plished, collectively, anything more than social scarcity interspersed 
with occasional insufficient bounties for the minority. 

In this day and age, in the political administrations of the American 
Continent, modem technology has progressed so far in its Continen- 
tal application that all the wish-fulfillment acts of political adminis- 
trations are being daily rendered more incompetent, irrelevant, and 
immaterial. The economic oxcart of yesterday never attained suffi- 
cient speed to necessitate brakes for its control, and at the oxcart 
speed of three miles an hour, sufl[icient leisure time was provided 
the political leaders of those times to solve all the minor problems of 
their socially steady states. 

Fish Bait 

In the America of today, the political methods of arriving at social 
decisions affecting Continental administration no longer have any 
meaning and, if it were not for their interference control, they would 
have as little relevancy to the present social picture as Gulliver's 
travels in Brobdingnag. 
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Across the political-economic stage of this Continent of today 
passes the parade of political bait for the people of this time— bait 
flung out on the age-old theory that, if enough fish bite, some politi- 
cal party will assume power over this economy of scarcity. 

The people of this Continent are asked by the Bourbon conserva- 
tives to believe that the good old days of yesterday were the golden 
days to which we should all return. The laissez-faire liberal would 
like us to believe that the golden days of yesterday have been plati- 
num-plated by the liberalism of today. The radical howls out his 
emotional sublimation for a new social order ruled by Miss Liberty 
who turns out to be Dame Democracy with her face lifted. The 
fascist screams out his reaction because of his fear that the abolition 
of the Price System would leave him without any emotional tradition 
on which to base his perverse sadism. 

All political parties on the American Continent in the last three 
years have gone philandering with a lot of strange ideas. Some 
political aggregations have attempted interstitial injections of the 
hormones of the middle-of-the-road course, forgetting that a waddle 
is a poor means of locomotion in these fast-moving times; while 
others have gone in for doses of thyroid from the left, assuming that a 
slightly jaded neuroticism would at least be a little more exciting. 
And the grand old holders of debt are impotently whining out their 
sterility in the face of the vitality of young America. 

New Deal Statesmanship 

In 1932, the Republican Party of these United States was prostrated 
because it had nowhere to go. So along came the Democratic Party 
renovated throughout by the nationalization of Tammany into a 
cross between a political steam roller and a huckster's pushcart deco- 
rated in bright colors, with a fresh coat of Harvard liberalism, dis- 
playing a pitchman's choice combination of painless social gadgets 
and financial snake juice guaranteed to cure all our national ills— all 
wrapped in cellophane and labeled the 'Roosevelt New Deal.' 

The Rooseveltian New Deal has made many maneuvers and a mul- 
titude of attacks and retreats in its wobbling from right to left. The 
New Deal sold the public of these United States a few ounces of Re- 
covery wrapped up in a pound package of promises of Social Refor- 
mation, containing the favors of Social Security, Old Age Pensions, 
Unemployment Insurance, and the Relief Dole— the net effect of 
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which will be to 75 percent of the citizens of the United States but a 
further expropriation of their purchasing power for the sole purpose 
of maintaining the Price System and its political administration. 

Did anyone who voted in the last election expect anything more 
than he received? It is evident from the crosscurrents of social 
opinion that nearly everyone expected something from the New Deal 
which he did not get. The only fortunate ones were the majority 
holders of corporate debt-claims whose holdings were rescued by 
United States funds so that this minority might continue to enjoy the 
payments of their interest and dividends at the expense of increasing 
national taxation and national debt. 

The policies of the Roosevelt-Farley Administration as embodied 
in the New Deal have been chiefly those of adroitly using the gov- 
ernmental powers for the salvation of our business and financial cor- 
porations. If the financial injections of the Roosevelt Administration 
had not been made, every insurance company, every bank and mort- 
gage company, would have gone down in a general insolvency. The 
business interests of the United States really owe the Roosevelt Ad- 
ministration an eternal debt of gratitude, but as that old saying puts 
it, *when the devil is sick, the devil a saint would be.' 

Today, as a result of that peculiar collection of government spend- 
ing—namely A. A. A. subsidies to the farmers, R. F. C. loans to 14,000 
corporations, H. O. L. C. loans to home owners, government pur- 
chases of preferred stocks for banks. Federal Surplus Corporation 
purchases of food for those on relief, the huge payments made to 
millions through the Works Progress Administration for those on the 
relief dole, and last, but by no means least, the great stimulation to 
the capital goods industry by the huge purchases by the United States 
government of war materials, of wliich so little is mentioned— the 
business forces of this country are once again jubilantly feeling their 
oats. As the result of all the above forces, the national rate of pro- 
duction is approaching the all-time high of 1929 although, strange to 
say, the increasing production of the country does not seem to re- 
quire the services of practically 12,000,000 unemployed Americans, 
not to say anything of over 8,000,000 part-time employables. 

Trends 

Technocracy predicted in 1932 that this would be the case. Tech- 
nocracy long ago has said also that it was the only organization on 
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this Continent that could afford to work and wait. The facts dis- 
closed by the march of events are daily fulfilling this contention of 
Technocracy. 

To those who read Technocracy's The Mirage of Social Security,' 
an analysis of the Social Security Act, in Technocracy, A-4, it will 
be only too evident that the next few years will witness a further 
depletion of the purchasing power of every employed American. 

The installation of the Social Security Act is but another illustra- 
tion of the political policies of Price System government, namely, of 
expropriating a still greater portion of the employed worker's in- 
come for the support of the debt structure of the Price System under 
the dubious guise of holding out to the paid employee the carrots of 
tomorrow— a promise of security after 65— and the tenuous entice- 
ment of unemployment insurance to those whose employment is of 
sufficient duration to entail out-of-work payments. 

Technology Moves In 

In the year 1937, the effect of this Act will become obvious, and 
the same year will witness the technological impact of the power 
from Boulder Dam, Wheeler, Norris, Muscle Shoals, Fort Peck in 
Montana, and other hydroelectric projects along with increasing use 
of the Rust cotton picker, streamlined trains, faster looms, and more 
efficient power houses— in fact, more and better automatic equipment 
than the Continent has ever seen. The United States and Canada may 
expect to see a further mechanization in the coal mining industry of 
both countries in the next two years. The developments in oil well 
drilling have been such that the speed of drilling oil wells has now 
reached a point never dreamed of 15 years ago, so much so that one 
might say that, irrespective of the number of wells drilled, the number 
of employees in this branch of the oil industry will tend continuously 
to decline. 

With the realization that unemployment in North America is 
chronic and permanent will come the attempt of manufacturers and 
business men to increase the efficiency of their processes and equip- 
ment in order to lower the physical cost of production and distribu- 
tion so that they may produce certain goods and services cheaply 
enough to fall within the meager purchasing-power range of the 20 
to 25 million human beings whose existence from now on out is rele- 
gated to that category of being just above starvation and far below a 
normal living. 



The more the corporate enterprises of this Continent succeed in 
lowering their physical costs sufficiently to sell to this market, the 
more they will tend to add to the chronically unemployed of this 
Continental area. 

Pierpont Morgan, the elder, is reputed to have said: 'Never sell 
America short.' History claims that the Greeks had a word for it. 
The elder Morgan's statement was correct for his time. In the 
America of today, there is a grim, sardonic touch to every act of 
successful business, namely, that in order to succeed in this America 
of today, every corporate enterprise wishing to survive a little while 
longer than its competitors must introduce better processes and more 
efficient equipment for the lowering of physical costs. Technology 
and the competitive practices of the Price System are, therefore, 
compelling every successful corporation to sell short the America of 
here and now. 

Technocracy can smilingly say that it has always stood for more 
and better machinery, lower physical costs, and faster and greater 
production. 

A New Investment? 

In view of the above stated trends on this Continent, Technocracy 
gratuitously offers its services as investment counsel to those with 
liquid funds— unable to find investments in adequate long-time se- 
curities outside of those financial securities of private corporate en- 
terprise that still pay a fair rate of return, and those government 
obligations of the same order— that their immediate investment op- 
portunity lies in the simultaneous promotion and development of 
better processes and more automatic equipment, and the selling short 
at the same time— or shortly afterwards— the securities or commodities 
of the corporations possessing the obsolescent equipment. 

This is the immediate investment policy, according to the trend, 
but the long-time investment policy is of a slightly different order. 
If you cannot put your liquid funds in Soviet 7 percent Gold Bonds, 
or Swiss Consols or, if you are already carrying too many futures in 
commodities and still have large surplus funds with nowhere to go, 
it might be timely to suggest that the only insurance of your future 
that is at all valid is an investment in the New America of tomorrow. 

The only possible interference that may occur to modify these two 
investment policies, so gratuitously offered by Technocracy Inc., is 
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that of a nice, major war that at the present moment looms large over 
Europe. As this issue goes to press, war between Great Britain and 
Italy seems imminent.* Great Britain is being pushed into a fighting 
position from the necessity of protecting the debt structure and com- 
mercial flow lines of its far-flung colonial empire. It must maintain 
'face' with the subject peoples of its dominions. Fascist Italy, lacking 
both the arable land and natural resources with which to operate 
a modern technological civilization, has permitted the Italian Price 
System to indulge in a surplus production of energy-consuming de- 
vices, to wit, human beings that cannot be maintained on the existing 
geographical Italy. So fascist Italy, in assuming the cloak of the im- 
perial Caesars, justifies its role as a carrier of the torch of civilization 
to one of the world's darkest places— Ethiopia. 

That the internal problems of the operation of their respective 
economies have been increasing is shown by the statistical reports 
from Great Britain, Germany, France, Italy, Czechoslovakia, Jugo- 
slavia, and other European countries. These European countries 
have been dodging the main issues that are only too evident in the 
conflict between technology and their existing Price Systems. One 
dodge that has worked up until now has been that of increasing their 
standing armies in order to absorb their unemployed because they 
found it cheaper to maintain an unemployed human being in the 
army than as an unemployed private citizen on relief dole. 

Chickens always come home to roost. 

Merchants of Death 

The debt merchants of any national entity have always found it 
cheaper and more profitable to become merchants of death rather 
than bear the cost of solving a major social problem of their own 
country. 

If and when war occurs, in which the United States does not participate, 
we may expect to see rising prices, increasing production, and the fictitious 
prosperity that arises from the large-scale supplying of the sinews of war 
to belligerent nations. 

Such a war would be equally welcome to the debt merchants of 
this Continent because it would provide a 'breathing spell' from the 
pressing problems facing this America of ours. The sales and profits 
of international business are always easily justified. The United States 
and Canada have not witnessed very much difference in the conduct 
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of their debt merchants and their political administrations from those 
of the European countries. Our debt merchants have been extremely- 
diligent in the last few years in the profitable enterprise of supplying 
Japan with most of its oil, most of its nickel, cotton, pulpwood, 
sulphur, and other necessary raw materials and manufactured 
products. Japan produces less than 2,500,000 barrels of petroleum 
per annum, and consumes between 22 and 24 million barrels; Cali- 
fornia chiefly makes up the difference. As Japan becomes prop- 
agandized more and more by the daily press as the threatening Asiatic 
menace, it would be well for the citizens of the Pacific Coast of this 
Continent to ponder long over that nice little thought that, if Amer- 
ica becomes involved in a war with Japan, we can console ourselves 
that we at least have given her something to remember us by— Amer- 
ican materials will come back to us done up in Japanese wrappers that 
won't be so pleasant; in fact, they won't be bouquets. 

A Dangerous Expedient 

The morality of the political administration of our modern Price 
System has some justification in this nice, kind. Christian world in 
that it is undoubtedly more humane to dispose of one's nationally un- 
employed by the quicker, more efficient method of the mass-killing 
of modern warfare than by the slower, more costly, and obsolete 
method of starving them to death on the dole. 

In view of this political morality, in conjunction with the inherent 
capacity of America to always produce bigger and better things. 
Technocracy proposes that all the physically fit unemployed be 
mobilized into the standing armies of the national entities of the 
American Continent— there is no reason why the greatest country in 
the world should not have the largest standing army. The unem- 
ployed, mobilized into the army, would be better taken care of, with 
better clothing, with more food and better general health than they 
would ever possess on relief, besides which they would become a 
highly trained, disciplined body, at least competent to act in our 
national defense. This mobilization of the physically fit unemployed 
would be more efficient, franker, and less costly than the present 
methods of doling out national malnutrition and ill health by relief. 
The trouble with this proposal is that the unemployed would become 
healthy, fit, and trained— with an increase of morale due to their 
collective acquisition of competency. Therein lies the danger. The 

15 



only fly in this ointment is that both the United States and Canada 
would be very much afraid of four million trained men who would 
know they have no jobs to go back to. 

Price System political administrations always remember, but never 
learn. 

With or without the catastrophe of another world war, the theory 
of government and economic channelization of human endeavor on 
this Continent will be compelled to face a complete revision within 
the next decade. 

Price System governments of this Continent are no longer capable 
of any positive direction except that of manufacturing social and 
financial expedients and p?lliatives with which to prop up the de- 
caying Price System of their national entities, or to wage war for the 
salvation of their respective Price Systems by the elimination of their 
unemployed in defense of the national honor. 

Suicide of Politics 

National political leadership of yesterday and today, indulged in 
by those sincere and forthright representatives of the people— the 
politicians, is becoming more suicidal as events move forward. 
National political leadership is the parasitism of the Price System. 
They like to live well at a constant temperature, with a minimum 
of effort and a maximum of sustenance provided by some healthy 
body that does the work for them, from which they may live in ease 
and comfort. The politician is loyal unto death to that body which 
gives him his livelihood and he will only leave it when it dies. 

It is pathetic to realize that, in this greatest of civilizations ever 
achieved by man, the leaders of the people' of this Continent have by 
their very functioning become so conditioned that they no longer 
have as their ideal the objective of the 'people' of whom they are the 
supposed leaders. They emulate an organism in the physical world 
that has defeated more armies than any conqueror and won more 
battles than any soldier, an organism of tenacious characteristics 
which has devastated more territory than the wars of human beings, 
yet is gifted with a greater singleness of purpose— the louse. 

In the United States, there exist more than 162,000 political cor- 
porate enterprises, including all municipalities, counties, school dis- 
tricts, taxing bodies, state and federal governments. These 162,000 
political corporate enterprises employ 3,500,000 persons in the politi- 



cal management of this country's Price System. Their annual pur- 
chasing power is derived from the taxes that are collected, locally 
and nationally, for the maintenance of this grossly inefficient mana- 
gerial body. These political employees are not declining in number. 
They have been increasing for some time and, as economic condi- 
tions become more hazardous, still greater numbers will attempt to 
acquire political positions. 

It would not be fair to ask these citizens of the United States to 
vote for the abolition of their own relative security on the political 
payroll in the midst of our national insecurity. It is safe to say that, 
as long as the Price System and its political administration survive, 
they and greater numbers yet to come will still be on the political 
payroll. 

Statesmanship Defined 

There must arise very soon on this Continent a new statesmanship, 
a new type of leadership, and a form of organization never before 
developed. National direction to a new social order will never be 
found in the political leaders or parties of this Continent. If this 
Continent continues on its present course, this era will come to an 
end in the violence of conservative reaction and the fanaticism of mob 
hysteria. 

The statesmanship of the New America exists today across this 
broad land of ours in the personnel, not of the debt merchant or the 
politician or the gangster, but in that personnel which daily in every 
walk of life is designing, constructing, and operating the physical 
equipment of this Continent. 

The foremost specification in the statesmanship of the New Amer- 
ica is a knowledge of precision control of all energy-consuming de- 
vices. Under the hazardous interference political control of this 
Price System, technology— drafted into service by the System for the 
further reduction of physical costs— has developed a methodology 
of control which is the most sensitive and accurate ever devised by 
man. It is in use today in every high-tension transmission system and 
in every high-speed, continuous straight-line production system. 

It is the only system that can be extended to give a balanced-load 
control of all Continental operations. It is the only system that has 
as its inherent, impersonal objective the satisfaction of the wants of 
man. It cannot be operated by morons, nor by an undisciplined, un- 

17 



organized mob, nor by sincere self-seekers wishing to do someone 
else good for their own betterment. 

The balanced-load system of Continental control cannot be bribed 
or gypped, and personal favoritism doesn't count in its operation; 
being somebody's son or brother-in-law won't get you anywhere. 
Personal influence under this system will be of no use except as an 
amusing pastime. The success of the individual under such a Con- 
tinental system will not be gauged by his bank account, his bonds, 
or the pleasing personality of his Arrow-collar appearance, or his 
nicety in rendering Emily Post amenities. The success of the indi- 
vidual will be determined solely by his capacity for competent func- 
tioning in phase with the balanced-load operation. 

A New Citizenship 

The citizens of this Continent, under such a system, will have no 
debt claims against other human beings. They will not be able to 
mortgage their fellow men and their unborn children. The citizens 
of the New America will have no fear of taxes or unemployment be- 
cause neither will exist. They will have no need for insurance 
policies and annuities. It will be socially cheaper to guarantee se- 
curity to all from birth to death. 

Greater purchasing power will be provided all adult citizens than 
any civilization has ever known. Toil and poverty will not exist, due 
to the greater and more efficient use of machine power, resulting in a 
greater volume of goods and services scientifically distributed to 
everyone. 

The statesmanship of the New America calls for a government to 
be instituted among men for the primary purpose of planning and 
directing the technological development of this Continent so that the 
potential abundance of America shall be created for and distributed 
to all. 

This Continent can have this New America whenever we North 
Americans set about to do the job. 
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Science and Society 
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SCIENCE AND SOCIETY 



THREE hundred years ago the march of science began in the 
western world. Since that time western civilization has carried 
the culture of the Occident and its enterprising ways to the far corners 
of the globe. For two hundred years Europe was the wellspring of 
scientific learning. Then a change of emphasis began to occur. For 
here, on the Continent of North America, were found conditions of 
growth more endemic to the technological application of physical 
science than on any other area of the globe. 

Man, in his migration to America, imported the beliefs, customs, 
and ways of living of the best and worst of Europe along with some 
slight Asiatic intrusions. Most of the customs and techniques of 
living brought to this Continent from other lands were courageously 
planted here with great difficulties and assiduously cultivated, only 
to die. Others of the imported procedures took root but developed 
into obnoxious weeds within a few generations. 

Here in America, science has developed its tools and has made the 
greatest technological application of its scientific procedure. The 
technological application of physical science to the means whereby 
human beings five is more extensive on the Continent of North 
America than the combined appHcation of the rest of the world. 
But this tremendous social application of technology has not come 
about from the planned intentions of the scientist, technologist, or 
engineer. It has resulted from the rapid exploitation and expansion 
of the resources and equipment of this Continent under the chiseling 
incentive of our Price System. 

Science is the methodology of the determination of the most 
probable. Technology is the large-scale application of physical 
science to the processes of production and distribution so as to 
achieve continuous mass production with a minimum of human 
effort combined with the highest productivity per unit of extraneous 
energy consumed. 
Technology pervades America. Every scientist in his field chalks 



21 



up further developments with greater precision. But let this be re- 
corded: Here on this Continent where science has achieved its greatest 
apphcation, where technology has driven these developments to greater 
depths and reared them to greater heights than in any other part of the 
world — here on this Continent, science is in conflict with society. Science 
and technology have gone so far that the present social structure of the 
North American Continent is facing its debacle, its elimination. Nowhere 
else in the world today is science in miUtant conflict with the social struc- 
ture under which it survives. 

Surveying the Continent-wide application of technology, one 
would assume quite naturally from the evidence that the scientists, 
technologists, and engineers of this Continent were cognizant of their 
position in the greatest social struggle that has ever occurred in the 
history of man— that they should face this technological problem 
which they. have created. But such is not the case, for nowhere on 
this great Continent is there to be found any recorded evidence that 
any organized body of scientists, technologists, or engineers have 
even begun to formulate the problem, let alone ascertain the solution 
of the problem of science and society. 

Our scientific and engineering societies have passed resolutions 
and have made speeches on the place of science in the social mech- 
anism; but no scientific body on this Continent has proposed any- 
where, at any time, to any group of scientists, technologists, and en- 
gineers, that the problem of applying science to human society be 
undertaken as a culmination of the unidirectional progression of all 
of the divisions of science into the science of social phenomena. 

The development of science has been piecemeal, as in the fields 
of physics, chemistry, biophysics, geophysics, astro-physics, and 
electro-mechanics. The developments in these departments have 
proceeded apace with certain overlappings. Each division has been 
helped onward by the broad exchange of the knowledge of all fields; 
but as yet the coordination of all divisions of science into a Continen- 
tal application to the social structure has not been undertaken by any 
recognized organized group of scientists. 

Scientists, as a body of men, have conducted their pursuit of the 
determination of the most probable with more fortitude and dili- 
gence, with more patience and less reward, than any similar number 
of men. Science has a long list of casualties. Science has its martyrs. 
But today on this Continent, scientists and their work are popularized 
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as the modern genii. They are accorded national and international 
publicity. The press of the United Stages and Canada has made the 
public 'science conscious.' It has created a 'reader interest' and a 
'news market' for science and its developments. The people of this 
Continent are avid for more scientific and technological information. 
The application of science in its technological developments is the 
greatest news and pictorial presentation of the day. The people 
of this Continent want more science and more technology. They 
want it now, and not in some far distant mythical future. Has any 
organized scientific society proposed to fill this need? The answer 
is, 'No.' 

The Prostitution of Science 

The scientists, technologists, and engineers of the United States 
and Canada receive economic benefactions in their salaries above that 
of the share cropper and the millions on relief. Their professional 
standing and their economic differential have obtained for them a 
social prestige which elevates them, not as scientists, but as citizens, 
above the common herd. 

In August, 19 14, Europe went to war. The available man power 
of the belligerent countries was mobilized to carry death and de- 
struction to the enemy. The armed forces of every belligerent coun- 
try were blessed by the resident Christian church, God was conferred 
with, and victory was beseeched by the clericals of each belligerent 
so that defeat would surely come to the enemy. The scientists of the 
Allies and the scientists of the Central Powers became as patriotic 
as the churchmen, and the aid of science was enlisted by each side so 
that their war could be more scientific than the enemy's. The scien- 
tists of Germany signed political resolutions for the purpose of pub- 
lic propaganda charging the Allied governments with being the 
aggressors in the war. Most of the scientists of Germany signed the 
document. True, there were a few who refused to sign and who, like 
Dr. J. I. Nicholai, got fortress instead of scientific and social prestige. 

The scientists of the Allies were not one whit better than those 
scientists of Germany who signed their patriotic round-robbin. The 
War of course did undoubtedly hamper scientific progress and the 
free interchange of scientific information, and the scientists of the 
United States and Canada and of Europe consented without one 
single organized objection to the use of science in the greatest social 
futility in history. 
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Surely organized science could have learned its lesson from the 
World War! Science has gone on since then and has made a new war 
inevitable. Science has moved on to a greater order of magnitude. 
The individual scientist, technologist, and engineer is in much the 
same position, as a citizen, as he was in 19 14. His ability as scientist, 
technologist, and engineer is more enhanced today than ever, but it 
still falls far short of the Vision' necessary to apply science to the 
social order. The social conditioning of the scientists, technologists, 
and engineers of this Continent to the value prestige of this Price Sys- 
tem has brought them to the sad and sorry state where as workers 
in the field of specialized science they are the gods of this age, while 
as citizens they emulate the louse. 

Can any scientist, technologist, or engineer claim allegiance to the 
dictates of science when he joins a political party, a chamber of com- 
merce, or a Rotary Club? Is there anything scientific about dem- 
ocracy, communism, or fascism? Can one honestly be a competent 
practicing scientist, technologist, or engineer and at the same time 
be a militant member of the republican, democrat, socialist, com- 
munist, or fascist party? Can it be possible that professionally one 
can be a scientist, while socially indulging in the astrology of politics 
and believing in the phlogiston of business? Can the bacteriologist 
and the chemist professionally develop more eflicient means for the 
eradication of physiological syphilis in the human being, while as 
citizens they contribute to the perpetuation of the social syphilis of 
business which prevents the Continental application of their scientific 
remedies? 

The *A, F, of L,' of Scientists 

Lo and behold! The American Association for the Advancement 
of Science has officially gone stool-pigeon for the status quo in these 
United States. The present head of this august body is Dr. Wesley 
C. Mitchell, an economist. How in hell did an economist ever be- 
come a scientist and become elected as president of the American 
Association for the Advancement of Science? Wonder of wonders! 
Economics, the pathology of debt, becomes elevated to the status 
of a branch of science. If one can call the evaluation of chiseling a 
branch of science, then economics is certainly fi branch of science. 

Dr. Robert A. Millikan and Professor Henry Norris Russell pro- 
nounced *a declaration of scientific independence' in their American 
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Association resolution of 1933. They declared, as scientists, for 

freedom and liberty y but they did not propose to apply science to the 
social order. We might remind the eminent scientists of this country 
that no American can eat liberty and wear freedom. 

Karl Marx coined the slogan of the revolutionary proletariat. He 
said: 'Workers of the world unite!' But alas poor Marx! The only 
thing for which the workers of the world outside of this Continent 
can unite for, is for more of the same. The August 20th issue of 
Science News Letter carried a lead article, 'Scientists Unite!' In de- 
fense of democracy the author of this article says: 'Democracy is the 
child of science.' Is such a bastard offspring really possible of con- 
ception? In the next paragraph the same author says: 'Making the 
world safe for science will make the world safe for democracy, a task 
at which warfare was a failure.' 

In 191 7 Americans were propagandized into the World War on 
the slogan, 'Make the World Safe for Democracy,' and now the 
scientists of the world want to unite to make democracy safe for the 
world. Science has nothing in common with democracy, fascism, or 
communism. Science is antithetical to the moral philosophies of 
chiseling that underlie these premises of social conduct. Do the 
scientists of America propose to sell science and America down the 
river in order that this Price System of disadvantage and scarcity may 
remain long in the land? Do the scientific and engineering bodies of 
the United States and Canada propose to endorse and support the 
status quo? Are these scientific bodies proposing to underwrite 
publicly the social syphilis of business and its paresis of political 
government, so that national chiseling may continue in this land of 
the free and the home of the brave? Do the scientists, technologists, 
and engineers of this Continent realize that the technological appli- 
cation of physical science to the means whereby people live on this 
area has made government by science on this Continent imperative 
and inevitable? 

The General Staff of the New America 

The scientists, technologists, and engineers of this Continent are 
the general staff of the Technate of America, whether they like it 
or not. By their work ye shall know them, and the technicians of 
all branches have produced the works that are bringing about the 
demise of the Price System. Technocracy directly asks every scicn- 
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tist, technologist, and engineer: Whom are you going to serve, 
science or mammon, abundance or scarcity. Technocracy or chaos? 

Many of you who read this may feel that as, workers in these three 
fields you are still privileged to make up your minds as individuals. 
You know that as scientists you can arrive at a conclusion only from 
the closest approximation of observations; but, as citizens of this 
Continent, you prefer to think that you can arrive at social con- 
clusions in this technological age by the anarchy of opinion. But 
such is not the case, and you had better re-examine the observable 
data of the social conflict of this Continent today. 

The march of technology on this Continent is going to compel the 
arrivation of the first mass movement in the history of man. For as 
technology eliminates human toil and ruins all the values of scarcity 
by the production of abundance, all of God's children are going to 
get wings and will all go in the same direction at the same time. 

There are many minorities battling for their place in the sun in 
the social structure of this Continent. The scientifically trained is 
one of the smallest of these minorities. And yet this Continent's 
rendezvous with destiny ironically prescribes that this scientific 
minority will become the substance and the framework of the 
majority. It will be the nucleus around which the mass movement 
of this Continent will consolidate its forces for the integration of this 
Continent into one geographical entity— one Continental control, 
one technological organism, one country, one people— one and in- 
divisible. 

Technocracy points out to the scientists, technologists, and en- 
gineers of this country and this Continent that they will be the 
minority which shall become the director of the mass majority, and 
ironically, the annihilator of all minorities. 
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